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Pro Loco Art Competition 2014 
 

 
1st Prize 2013 – Lynda Turner 

 

It’s time once again to get out those paints, brushes, pencils and other art 

equipment for the Annual Pro Loco Art Competition!  The competition is now open 
and will close on 16th May.  If you wish to enter this year’s competition you must 

register by completing an entry form either on line or by contacting the Clerk for an 
entry form. 

 

After the closing date all entrants will be contacted to arrange a day/time for the 
work to be ‘dropped off’.  The entries will then be shortlisted and then go on display 

on Sunday 25th May in the Pump Room (Pavilion) where members of the public will 
be invited to vote for their favourites. 

 

A presentation ceremony will be held again in the Pump Room where winners will 
be announced.  
 

The main rule of the competition is that the picture must be of a scene or 

artefact of Matlock Bath.  Last year saw a record number of entries showing 
different views of our wonderful village.  Remember the finished piece does not 

have to be a painting – it can be done in a range of mixed media, textiles, 3D 
etc.  Last year we saw our first 3D model which everyone was talking about.  
 

The Parish Council is grateful to its sponsors for supporting this event.  The 1st 

prize and 2nd prize money has been kindly donated again by Sir Richard 

Arkwright’s Masson Mills Working Textile Museum.  Children’s prizes have been 
sponsored by the Heights of Abraham.   
 

 
2nd Prize 2013 – Les Mooney 

Prizes will be awarded as follows: 1st Prize - £150, 2nd Prize - £100, Best Villager - £50.   

Prizes for Young Artist and Junior Artists will be awarded in the form of Gift Vouchers for various outlets. 
 

Remember you must register and have your artwork ready by 16th May 2014.  All pictures submitted will be on our 
website after the closing date. 

All previous 34 winners of the competition are housed at the Masson Mills Working Textile Museum.  If residents would 

like to view these pictures please contact the Clerk. 
 

For further information, a copy of the rules and an entry form for this year’s competition go to our website at 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact the Clerk. 

 
Below are some entries received in 2013. 
 

     

    
 

  
  
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Pro Loco Photography Competition 2014 
 

The 5th annual Photography Competition opened in February.  Entrants have until 4th October to submit up to 4 
photographs depicting a scene or artefact of Matlock Bath.  The competition over the past 4 years has attracted well 

over 100 entries with 2013 having a record number of 140 photographs submitted showcasing our wonderful village.  

The format of the competition is as in previous years and full details can be found on our website – 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   

 
 

1st Prize 2013 – Callum Wombell 
 
 

 

 
 

Best Picture of the Pavilion 2013 
James Spray 

Prizes are awarded in three age categories – Adult (17 and over), Young 
Photographer (11-16) and Junior Photographer (up to age 10).  In addition to 

the usual 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes, the Parish Council is awarding a prize to a 

special photograph voted for by the Parish Council. 
 

We have been fortunate enough this year to have received sponsorship in the 
“Best Picture of …. “ categories for the Pavilion, Holy Trinity Church, the 

Illuminations, Heights of Abraham, Masson Mills.  A prize is also available for 
the Best Picture of Wildlife, sponsored by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.  This prize 

will be a year’s membership of the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. 
 

The Parish Council would like to thank all of the sponsors for their support 

with this competition in particular the Heights of Abraham.  
 

All photographs submitted this year and in previous years together with all 
the winning pictures can be found on the Parish Council ‘s website - 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Don’t forget whilst you are out and about during the Spring and Summer 
months to take your camera with you! 

 

 

Masson Hill Fell Race – John Middleton 
 

The third Masson Hill Race will take place on the 29th 

April this year.  Registration is again at the Holy Trinity 
Primary School on Clifton Road with the race start at 

7pm.  Parking for competitors is on the Temple Walk 

Car Park.   
 

The race is run under the auspices of the national Fell 
Runners Association and is once more classed as a short 

A class fell race.  We think that this is the only race in 
the immediate vicinity with this top rating of difficulty 

and should once more attract competitive and elite 
runners. 
 

The route goes up the Wapping path, passing Ember 

Farm, going close to Bonsall before ascending Masson 

Hill.  From there, the runners descend before skirting 
round to the Heights of Abraham and back through the 

woods via Upperwood down to the New Bath Hotel for 
the finish. 
 

Thanks again to all local people who help as marshals 

and landowners who support the race crossing their 

land.   
 

If anyone would like to know more, please visit 
www.massonhillrace.org.uk or ring me on 07773 

742711. 
 

All monies raised will be for the Holy Trinity School.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.massonhillrace.org.uk/


Seniors Christmas Lunch 2014 
 

 

 

The ‘Seniors’ who attended this year’s Christmas lunch began 
their celebrations in style.  The venue was again The High Tor 
Hotel who provided a lovely 3 course meal.  It was a great 
opportunity to meet fellow residents and a good time was had 
by all.  
 

 

Arrangements for this year’s Seniors Lunch are in 
hand and a provisional date of Monday 15th 

December has been agreed.  This is obviously 
subject to availability at the venue and will be 

confirmed in the June Newsletter.  If you are over 60, 

a resident of Matlock Bath and interested in attending, 
please contact the Clerk. 
 

 

 

Illuminations Village Evening 
2014 

 

The 2014 Illuminations Village Evening will be held on 

Friday 26th September.  Boats will parade at 8.00 

pm but voting for your favourite boat will open at 7.30 
pm.  This evening is kindly put on by the boatbuilders 

who this year will have a mammoth task of rowing five 
firework Saturdays in a row.  Please come and support 

the boatbuilders in keeping this tradition alive.  This 

evening allows traders and residents to see the boats 
without the hussle and bussle of the crowds. 
 

The ‘Hall Family’ have very kindly once again to offer a 

free ride on the amusements for each child of the 
village.  This will be through a token system.  More 

details concerning this will be in the next Newsletter. 
 

The Temple Hotel has again very kindly agreed to host 
a BBQ on behalf of the Parish Council.  More details 

concerning the evening will be available in the next 

Newsletter. 
 

Holy Trinity School – Amanda 

Mee 
 

Well Spring has finally arrived and our school grounds 
are coming to life with snowdrops and daffodils.  If 

anyone in the village has any spare plants or bulbs 
they will always be welcome at our school gardening 

club. Outdoor learning is an important part of our 

curriculum and we take the children outdoors each week and use the Nature Reserve every other Friday when the 
whole school puts on their red waterproof suits and sets off to learn and explore in the outdoors.The Theme this term 

has been space and the children have enjoyed making space ships from natural materials in the Nature Reserve.  We 
would really appreciate it if everyone who walked their dogs could clean up after them to help us to keep a safe, clean 

place for the children to explore.  Once again we are collecting Sainsburys Active Kids Vouchers.  If you could please 

bring any vouchers you collect into school as it helps us collect much needed sports and cookery equipment for school. 
 

The Fell Race will once again be registering in school on Tuesday 29th April.  The race starts at 7.00 pm, 
refreshments will be served by the school to raise funds, all warmly welcome. 
 

Could I appeal to all drivers in the village that when the children are coming to school and going home to keep their 

speed down.  Unfortunately a lot of roads in Matlock Bath do not have pavements and sometimes the children have to 
walk in the road.  Thank you. 
 

 



WW1 Centenary 

 

 
 

 

This year marks 100 years since the start of the First World War.  
Commemorative events and projects will be taking place throughout the year 

across the UK, as people of all ages reflect on the events of the First World War, 

the experiences of men and women here and overseas, and how the war has 
shaped the last 100 years.  

 
The Parish Council is co-ordinating the Centenary Commemoration in a number 

of ways.  
 

 We are working together with The Peak District Mining Museum and the Community to put on an exhibition in the 

Pump Room at the Grand Pavilion for four weeks from 9th August – 21st September.  
 We are planning to install information boards in the Memorial Gardens. 

 We are working with the school on a WW1 project which will link in with the two points above. 

 We are planning a special ‘Summer 1914 View from the Bath’ newsletter. 

 We are organising a special Remembrance Sunday on November 9th in the Memorial Gardens. 
 

The thrust of all of these activities is ‘World War 1 and the Matlock Bath community’. To provide funds towards these 
activities, we are working on a bid to the Heritage Lottery WW1 fund and some local sponsorship.  
 

However, to enable this commemoration to be successful, we will be relying on the help and support of the current 

community of Matlock Bath.  We are using the term ‘Community’ to include the residents, the businesses and the 
visitors.  We are looking for artefacts and anecdotes for the exhibition and volunteers to help throughout the project in 

a variety of ways.  There are no hard and fast rules of what can be done other than it is linked to WW1 and Matlock 

Bath.  We have access to some expert researchers who are happy to help and guide volunteers in the research they 
may wish to undertake.  It could be an individual effort or working in a group.  The school would welcome help and 

support with the work the pupils will be doing.  We hope also to engage the wider community of visitors as often 
families have been coming to Matlock Bath for many years and maybe came during WW1.  If successful we hope the 

project will continue for the next four years until 2018.  If you have ideas, things to offer, or would like to be part of 
the project even in a very small way, we have set up a dedicated email address for the commemoration.  It is 

WW1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  If you do not have access to email, you can either call in to the Mining 

Museum and speak to Robin Hall or telephone the clerk.   
 

Remembrance Sunday 2014 - The Remembrance Service in Matlock Bath will this year take place on Sunday 9th 
November.  The Parish Council would like to make it a special one with its own additional tribute to those who served or 

fell during the First World War.  We would like to involve villagers with this idea and are keen to hear your views and 
ideas about how you would like us to do this.  It is hoped that we can incorporate some aspects of material exhibited in 

the Pump Room in the summer.  
 

Please get in touch with your thoughts, ideas and timing or if you would like to contribute in any way.  The 

Remembrance is normally held each year at 2.00pm in the Memorial Gardens.   
 

Walking Together to face Breast Cancer 
 

 

 

Breast Cancer Care is delighted to be hosting a Pink Ribbonwalk at 
Chatsworth on Saturday 21 June 2014.  Join Breast Cancer Care at Chatsworth 

on a guided 10 or 20 mile walk in beautiful countryside and support people living 

with breast cancer. Breast Cancer Care will provide everything you need along the 
route, from loos and water to free snacks and lots of encouragement! All you need to 

do is enjoy the walk and raise at least £100 to help fund our specialist services for 
people with breast cancer.  
 

Find out more here www.breastcancercare.org.uk/walk    
 

Bring family and friends and enjoy the amazing atmosphere of a Pink Ribbonwalk! 
 

Free for all walkers - Pink Ribbonwalk T-Shirt, Meal, medal and massage at the 

end of the walk, Training guide  
 

Breast Cancer Care is the only UK-wide support charity helping the thousands of people who wake up to the harsh 
reality of breast cancer every day. Our specialist nurses, local services and emotional support network mean there’s 

always someone to turn to for information and support.  There are many ways to face breast cancer. We’re here 
to help people find theirs. 
 

 

mailto:WW1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/walk


  Childrens Christmas Party 2013 – Julia Dale 
 

 

 

On 14th December 62 very excited children, aged 0-11 years, 
attended the annual Childrens Christmas Party at All Things Bright 

and Beautiful (The Old Methodist Church). 
 

A fun time was had by all, with music and songs provided by John 

Gill, party games, lots of party food and a surprise from Santa!  
Thank you to all who helped make it a success. 

 

Thanks especially to the Parish Council for their generous grant, to Mel at 
The Temple, Paul & Jayne at The Bank Note, Robin at The General Store for 

their support and Rachel Hanlon for standing by as First Aider.  A huge thank 

you to John & Anne Gill, whose enthusiasm keeps this tradition alive 28 
years after they helped organise the very first Childrens Christmas Party. 
 

Everyone contributed handsomely to the party feast and there was more 

than enough to feed all the hungry children.  All unopened food was donated 
to the Church On the Bus Project, supporting homeless people in the local 

area. 

 

Village Environment 

 

 

 

Driving along the A6 to the south of the village over the winter you may 
have wondered what the white builders’ bags were all about at the bottom 

of the bank below the New Bath Hotel.  Last year a group of residents with 
the support of the Parish Council decided to clear and tidy the bank and 

plant it in a natural way.  It is a key area on the south entrance to the 
village and nothing has been done to it since the 1970s road widening.  The 

Parish Council obtained all the permissions necessary from the County 

Council – the land owners and difficult work has been taking place. 

 

It is an ongoing project but thanks to those who have already helped.  Work 
has also been carried out by another resident around the cattle trough and it 

is hoped this work will also continue this year.  If you have a possible 

community project on an area and think that the support of the Parish 
Council would be useful, do get in touch. 

   
Have you seen the result of the clearance and maintenance done to the 

thermal pond on Temple Walk.  After meeting with an officer of the District 
Council, they have undertaken this much needed work and have brought the 

area back to life.  Often known as ‘the taddy pond’ hopefully it will be  

 

 

 

teeming with wildlife this spring.  The District Council has also done work on 

the trees around our iconic war memorial.  They will also be clearing the 
trees from around the sports area when work starts on the refurbishment. 

Other works that the Parish Council has either been directly responsible for, 

or, have instigated are the clearance of fallen trees on footpaths and in the 
nature reserve, the repair of the wall on Temple Road by its junction with 

Jacob’s Ladder, the replacement of benches on North Parade and the 
maintenance of the rose garden in the memorial gardens.  The Parish 

Council will continue to lobby to get necessary maintenance work done.  

You can do you bit by ensuring that any bushes or trees that protrude 
outside your boundary – onto the highway, footpath etc are cut back. These  

 

are the property owner’s responsibility.  And finally report any issues as soon as they occur.  Call Derbyshire is the 
easiest contact point or for the police call 101.  We are always happy if you let the clerk know as well. 
 
 
 

 



Tree Management Petition 
 

As many of you know the Parish Council last October raised a petition to 
lobby our local authorities to produce and implement a policy that actively 

encourages positive tree management.  The conservation areas within the 

civil parish of Matlock Bath have suffered massive tree growth from both 
existing and self-set trees within recent times to the detriment of the 

other natural and historic features of the area.  A positive tree 
management policy must rectify this and develop a vision for the future.  

It should also give clear guidance to both the planners and landowners on 
positive tree management. 

 

The petition was considered at a meeting of DDDC’s Environment 
Committee on 27th February.  The recommendation from that meeting 

was: 
 

 that Officers of the District Council meet with representatives of 
Matlock Bath Parish Council, Derbyshire County Council and 

Natural England, to explain the nature of the Parish Council’s 

concerns and to seek an agreement in principle from all parties to 
the formulation of a Tree Management Strategy for Matlock Bath. 
 

 that subject to receiving the agreement of Natural England and 
Derbyshire County Council, a further report be presented to a 

future meeting of the Committee advising of the resources  

 

 
 required to formulate and implement a Tree Management Strategy for Matlock Bath.   
 
We are awaiting a meeting date and we will keep residents up-to-date via our website and in future Newsletters. 
 

 

 



District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 

 

I am delighted that work will start soon on Jubilee Bridge to bring it back to its former glory.  It has been a hard task for 
me to keep pressing in these very difficult economic times to secure monies from the Authority, but persistence has paid 

off and agreement was reached in 2012 to secure the monies and I am grateful therefore to Committee Members and 

Officers for agreeing to this much needed work. 
 

Some of you may recall that a contract was agreed to commence work in the Spring of 2013, but, unfortunately, plans 
to suspend a work scaffold under the bridge by the Contractor would not be approved by Environmental Agency due to 

their concerns on the risk of flood from the river. A new design was tendered, but with a significant increase in price for 
the work, which meant that Mr Paul Wilson, Director of Planning had no alternative but to put it back out to tender 

again, and bring it back to committee.   
 

 

That hurdle was overcome, fortunately monies for the 

work red circled, and with a new design for scaffolding 
approved by the EA, you should see scaffolding being 

erected in the next few weeks. 
 

Paint sampling revealed a mix of colours, and, similar to 
when one buys a new motor vehicle, there was much 

debate as to which colour to apply. A green colour was 

agreed at Committee, but is currently being reviewed as 
a result of correspondence received from Mrs Rosemary 

Thacker of Matlock. 
 

Mrs Thacker is writing a book about the developments 
of The Matlocks as a Tourist resort and holds press 

cuttings from 1880 to 1939, one of which she has kindly 

copied us into to which we are grateful.  The press 
cutting is a report from the Matlock Visiting List of 1887 

describing the new bridge on the week that it opened 
and describes its colour. 
 

The green paint ordered holds a 25yrs lifetime 

guarantee and it is important therefore that whatever 
colour paint is applied to the bridge, that it holds such a 

warranty in order to help sustain the metalwork and 

protect it against the elements for future years.  The 
new Contractor has now received a copy of the press 

cutting with a request to establish if we can achieve the 
authentic colour, along with the guarantee.  At the time 

of writing we are still waiting a response back from the 

Contractor. 
 

 

Can I ask Traders along North and South Parade at Matlock Bath to be considerate to pedestrians, especially the poorly 

sighted and blind, and pushchair/wheelchair users when putting out their A Boards and other advertising signs so as to 
keep a clear path along the public part of the Highway. 
 

The ugly face of misuse of drugs in the village has been brought to my attention. Can I appeal that if anyone has any 

information on this matter that they either contact me or the local Police. I cannot be more specific at present for 

obvious reasons. 
 

A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

As you will see from the newsletter, it has been a busy time for the Parish Council so I have 

not spent much time sitting in the bath chair and this article will be short.  Over the past year, 
more of you have been getting involved in all the activities of the Parish Council which is great. 

However, there are many exciting things developing in the village that need your help and 
support so we would encourage you to get as involved as you can.  The activities are very 

diverse so there should be something for everyone.   Whether it is research or commitment to 

some aspect of the WW1 centenary, some involvement in an outside activity or just being 
letting us know of problems in your bit of the village, make the effort to get involved and be 

part of improving life in Matlock Bath.  You will enjoy it!!   
 

 



Raft Event 2013 – Ray Foster (DASAC) 
 

 

  

As we all know the object of the annual Raft Event is to raise 
monies for our four beneficiaries – RNLI, Air Ambulance, 

Hyperbaric Unity and St John. 
 

This year the River was a little kinder to us than last year’s near 
flood conditions.  All pre event checks were made with no 

problems at all. 
 

This year we decided to fix the scaffolding to protect the bank to 

make it easy for the Rafters to pull their creations out of the 
river.  This became a joint effort with help from Matlock Rugby 

Club and Ripley Diving Club to whom we extend our grateful 
thanks. 

 

On the day there was a frost, making the start roads in Cawdore 

Quarry a little on the slippery side.  Before long competitiors started 

to arrive, as did the marshals, part of their job is to assist with 
launching the Rafts into the water, down the scaffolded river bank 

which is perhaps a 25 foot drop, what would we do without them, 
thanks to all. 
 

Soon after we heralded the arrival of our celebrity judge for the 

Event; Councillor Michael Wilderspin, who mingles with the Rafters 

making his notes as he goes from Raft to Raft.  I noticed this year 
that Michael’s wit and humour was not lost on the competitors as 

they gave back as good as Michael gave out. What a fantastic 
ambassador he is to set the scene for great mornings punt down the 

river.  
 

 

Spot on time at 10.00 am, Michael blew the 
whistle to start the 51st Raft Event in motion. 

With a roar and a flourish of paddles the Rafts 

set off in a blaze of colour and in the hope that 
one would be lucky enough to win it.  Our 

friends from the canoe world were in place on 
the river, to go down the course, acting the role 

of rescue boats should any rafter or member of 

the public get into trouble. Our grateful thanks 
go to these sportsmen and women who turn up 

every year and add to the carnival atmosphere, 
although the Rafters do drench them with 

water. 
 

We then put our efforts into counting the street 
collection at the Fish Ponds Pub, which raised 

almost £6,000 before Cllr Michael Wilderspin 

announced this year’s intrepid winner.   Then all 
of a sudden the Raft Event 2013 was over – 

nice memories.  Just under £6,000 was raised 
for our beneficiaries. 
 

The winners this year were ‘The Gladiators’.  

They are the Littlemoor Farm Group from Riber, 

Matlock. 
 

To see more photographs from the Raft Event, 
log on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
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